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Whenever human or animal feet stepped upon the floating land of Okefenokee, it trembled. This

phenomenon gave the swamp its Native American name, Okefenokee, "trembling earth." 

Okefenokee's beginnings in what is now southern Georgia and northeastern Florida can be traced

back seven thousand years, when rivers veering toward the Atlantic Ocean created a massive ridge

that held back a deep bowl of sand. Seeds and other organic matter drifting on its surface spawned

floating islands. Over this fragile, now sedentary terrain flow many streams that feed two rivers--the

Suwanee, emptying into the Gulf of Mexico, and St. Mary's River, into the Atlantic.  This is

Okefenokee, one of America's most spectacular wetlands, a mosaic of plants and animals in an

ecosystem unlike any other in the world. Cypresses draped in Spanish moss line the waterways.

The floating islands harbor carnivorous plants and conceal the meanderings of alligators. From

beds of sphagnum moss come the tack-hammering calls of carpenter frogs. Several hundred black

bear still roam Okefenokee, and the haunting calls of sandhill cranes echo through the morning fog. 

The fascinating image and the primeval spirit of Okefenokee are captured in this dazzling book of

full-color photographs by the acclaimed photographer Lucian Niemeyer. Revealing the swamp's

amazing diversity of wildlife and plants--alligators, cranes, trees, mosses, flowers, and both natural

and man-made habitats--Niemeyer's images cover the swamp's length and breadth and make

Okefenokee an invaluable overview of this wetlands treasure.  George W. Folkerts's accompanying

text sheds light on the history of this lush, natural marvel and of the impact made by the settlements

of Native Americans, European explorers, and modern Americans. He details both its fragility and

the human efforts to assure the swamp's conservation. This is a sweeping, comprehensive portrait

that reveals the vibrant beauty of Okefenokee's flora, fauna, and breathtaking landscapes.  Lucian

Niemeyer lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico. His books include Chesapeake Country, Long-Legged

Wading Birds of the North American Wetlands, Old Order Amish, Shenandoah: Daughter of the

Stars, and Where Water Meets Land.  George W. Folkerts, a professor of zoology at Auburn

University, has written textbooks on environmental problems and has published papers on a great

variety of biological topics.
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Photographer Niemeyer (Long-Legged Wading Birds of the North American Wetlands) and Folkerts

(zoology, Auburn Univ.) successfully collaborate on a photographic and textual paean to this huge

nearly half a million acres and famous swamp in southeastern Georgia and northern Florida. At first

glance, Okefenokee might appear to fall in the genre of coffee-table book; there are pages and

pages of stunning color photographs, many of them filling the entire page. But the text has

substance: Folkerts's writing is as artistic and inspiring as Niemeyer's gorgeous photos, maybe

even more so, and Folkerts carefully summarizes the swamp's geographical setting, geological

history, and plant and animal life as well as the impact of Native Americans, European settlers, and

modern Americans. Strongly recommended for all public and academic libraries in the Southeast

and for large environmental collections elsewhere. Lynn C. Badger, Univ. of Florida Lib., Gainesville

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Lush photographs of and informative text about the primeval Okefenokee wetlands area in the

American southeast

One of the best books on the natural history of the Okefenokee I have ever read. Dr. Folkerts, whom

I was fortunate to know during my lifetime, writes with a wonderfully unique style. The book is both

enjoyable and of course, very informative. It will give you a sense of what the swamp is actually like

if you've never been there. For those who have been there already, it opens your eyes to details of

things you thought you already knew but didn't. If you are a student or admirer of the Okefenokee,

then this book should be part of your library.



Beautiful book. A real treasure! Thanks.

Amazingly written and beautifully photographed. If you read closely, you'll find some of the most

clearly and elegantly stated thoughts on environmental ethics, dare I say, rivaling Aldo Leopold.

Hard won perspective from a lifelong appreciator of nature.
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